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China chief takes on Chrome Google's
dominance of the search engine market in
China could be under threat China's
internet giant Baidu is pushing back
against Google and Chrome. The search
engine company has started to link to its
search results to WeChat, a messaging
app. China has a strong symbiosis
between its search engine giants and the
country's dominant social app. And now
Baidu is seemingly getting involved in the
competition between the two by citing its
search results on WeChat. Baidu's China
chief Qi Lu took to his personal WeChat



account yesterday to highlight the
service. His tweet was in response to a
WeChat user who had asked Mr Lu's wife
to get online. "WeChat will work through
Baidu, which is said to be the best
platform for searching," Mr Lu wrote.
"WeChat is more convenient, flexible and
user-friendly than traditional Chinese
search engines". It's not clear whether
this rivalry between Baidu and Google
will do much to change the online
landscape in China. According to Baidu's
most recent data, Google remains the
dominant search engine at 60% of the
market, with Baidu coming in at just over
28%. Chinese internet users traditionally
favour Baidu over Google, but that might
be changing. The country's growing
middle class are now drawn to the
Internet. Just 17% of the Chinese people
said they were online this year, up from



11% in 2011. And a lot of the increase in
online activity is now taking place on
messaging apps, which are far more
popular among younger people. On
WeChat, Chinese users can send
messages to other users, and can also pay
for goods and services via the app. There
are now 50 million monthly active users,
and the app will soon release a payment
feature, enabling users to buy and sell
digital products and services. But it's
unclear how much success the app will
have outside of China. China is a huge
market with the nation's mobile internet
users totalling 277 million, more than half
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