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Javascript to watch this video DELRAY BEACH, Fla. -- Former
basketball chairman John Lamar Howell Smith died at 68. He was
remembered as a visionary who pushed Miami and the NBA to evolve.
Smith led the Orlando Magic, Miami Heat and Orlando Storm in the
ABA, the NBA Development League and in the Continental Basketball
Association. He managed to build a new arena in Miami, draw new
fans and present basketball as an industry instead of a game. "What he
created was a really exciting sport with the merger of basketball and
new technology in the CBA," longtime Miami-Dade commissioner Willie
Taggart said. It was also an aggressive businessman who'd played a
key role in the annexation of Bay Point in 1986, an act that ultimately
led to the mid-Miami region being split into Miami-Dade County and
Monroe County. "That wasn't even close to being resolved. He was able
to find a way to get it done," said George Anthony, who is now the
county's chief of economic development. "He was a great
businessman," former Miami-Dade Mayor Marc Sarnoff said. "He
brought tremendous wealth and prosperity to the people of Miami."
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