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Manafort the Man to Save Soccer? In June, Donald Trump had a Twitter spat with the soccer club
Barcelona, which had disinvited the then-candidate from an event at the team’s training ground.
Trump said, “The people of this country elected me to represent them, not the athletes, team owners
or media of a particular sport.” The spat can be traced back to a 2014 meeting between Trump and
Ivica Da Silva, then the president of American Soccer League, when Da Silva said that former
Barcelona star Ronaldinho had endorsed Trump’s presidential campaign. (Ralph Lauren and Reebok
also reportedly supported the New York billionaire.) Last week, the Trump campaign chose Da Silva
to be its only US official at a press conference at the Emirates Stadium. “We are delighted to have
reached an important milestone in the relationship between our two countries,” Da Silva said, with
Trump, seated next to him. “The US and the region of North America have always been closely linked
with the United Kingdom and we welcome you to the soccer community and this very special
moment.” In London on Sunday, Trump met with Prince William, who is patron of soccer’s Prince’s
Trust charity, a youth organization that campaigns against child abuse. On Monday, the prince
congratulated Trump on his “tremendous success” in the Republican presidential primary. Prince
William later accompanied Trump to Manchester, England, where his other international duties took
him, and the president and his entourage met with the owner of Manchester United, who also
supports Trump. Last week, after a meeting with the president-elect, Manchester United’s executive
vice president said, “Mr. Trump, your support for Mr. Mourinho means a lot to me and I’m glad you
had a chance to meet him and discuss the club and the changes that we are making.”Q: My $.ajax()
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